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ISLAM AND WOMEN
The position, role, and status of women in society have for the longest time formed the basis of many controversies as greatly indicated and reflected in feminism, culture, religion, traditions, and misogyny. Limited access to financing, discrimination in society and place of work, and the lack of business experience are the many disadvantages that women have been forced to contend with in this domineering male world. The suppression of these rights has even been worse in many Islamic countries, where cultural and religious aspects define how people carry out themselves daily. The oppression has been there since the dawn of time, and it has been caused by the misrepresentation and misinterpretation of the Quran and its teachings (Ramadhan). The Islamic religion has been in public glare for many wrong reasons ranging from its association with terrorist acts to its continued suppression of women and rejecting modernity. The world is rapidly advancing, and thus, it is vital that as it advances, everyone is given the equal opportunity of reaping from the advancement. Getting equal opportunity may seem a mirage to many women in the Muslim world, even though it is possible for its realization. The paper will, as such, focus on how the issue of inequality can be addressed within the Islamic religion.
The issue of women in the Muslim world is very delicate and very fluid. As such, it does require a great level of historical, theological, and linguistic expertise and skills to understand and analyze. The problem will all these is that the women lack the ability to understand and analyze what Islamic is all about. By denying them education, society has rendered them impotent on matters of great concern and those critical in moving society forward. Society has always been committed to ensuring that women receive informal education, the education that teaches them to stay at home, sire children, take care of them, and satisfy the man’s desires while the males fend for their females. This ideology has been deeply entrenched in many of them, and everyone is afraid to go against it. The Muslim scholars and teachers of the law who are at the helm of the religion have continued to feed the followers of the Islamic religion with messages of inequality towards the women, and since many women have been unable to counteract these messages, they have been forced to contend. Nevertheless, not all hope is lost for the women regardless of the fact that many religious interpreters are men (Ramadhan). Several female Muslim scholars have boldly come out to make their voices heard thanks to their re-readings of the Islamic text and their belief in the Quranic approach that is anchored on uprooting the patriarchal principles that have been difficult to revise. These women have been committed to empowering their fellow women who are still afraid of going against the Quran for championing equal rights. Today female Muslim scholars have unearthed several ways by which women’s rights and gender equality in the Muslim world can be achieved.
One thing that is clear in the Islamic religion is that religion is being used against women. Thus, based on that understanding, engaging with religion is paramount when clarifying misconceptions and misunderstandings to the many that use it to oppress women. Across the world, it is known that Muslim women are ardent followers of Islamic laws, and very few of them have been influenced by modern or western culture. Inasmuch as that has been the case, they have failed to understand their religion and relied on the misinterpretations that have, in turn, held them captive. Thus, the popularization of alternative interpretations and alternative religious education that affirms that all humans are equal can help provide Muslim women and naïve men with the tool to advance gender equality in the Muslim world. The programs on gender equality should incorporate a feminist component based on Islam and religious education in all other projects and endeavor to support the efforts made by Muslim women to re-engage with the Quran.
The implementation of the alternative Quran readings should be based on a broader approach. The implementation is based on the fact that culture is dynamic and contextual since it interacts, influences, and is influenced by religion and the legal system.  The patriarchal traditions provide a perfect example of how culture influenced religion to the extent that it has made many believe that inequality against women is a religious law. The dominance of the influence coupled with the interpretation even made it difficult for the retrogressive patriarchal traditions to be changed to at least fit with the changes that were going on in the world (Ramadhan). The Islamic interpretations ultimately legitimized the patriarchal customs. These customs have stuck, and any attempt to change them has always been met with conservative Islamic interpretations. Thus with such deep entrenchment of the patriarchal traditions in the Islamic religion, the viable course of action is the adoption of the holistic multi-dimensional approach that encompasses all the legal, social, and religious foundations of gender discrimination.
Everyone is usually entitled to their opinion, which depends on how an individual might choose to interpret something. As such, with regard to the alternative interpretations of the Islamic text, there are those that may be fixed upon believing in and using the misogynistic prejudiced readings of Islam. It is known that interpretations as a result of the influence and control of powerful entities and their interests. Thus, even though the alternative re-readings may be imperative, liberating, and empowering for Muslim women, the legal systems of many Islamic countries will continue to entertain patriarchal Islamic readings for various reasons. In addition, it should be known that not every woman in Muslim countries practices Islam. Since there might be no alternative legal systems that shield them from the alternative Quran interpretation, they may be forced to abide against their wish. Consequently, it is prudent that while advocating for equality, the female scholar Muslims should understand that the world has become a global village that is made up of people of different religions and cultures; thus, non-religious legal systems should also be made available for them.
The commanded change to the dominant patriarchal social and religious systems incorporates the aspects of religion and state and legal system separation that grants women freedom and full rights. While many Muslim scholars have rejected the infiltration of modernity, such as universal models of gender equality, into the religion, their reason for doing has turned out to be very retrogressive and oppressive. Many who have rejected modernity in religion have themselves been ardent consumers of modern world technology. As such, their dichotomous framing has turned out to be rather inaccurate and misleading. The universal models of women’s rights have always been founded on the basic principles of equality and freedoms, and many organizations and women in the Islamic world have been involved internationally for the course (Ramadhan). The many reservations that defeat the purpose of a convention have always made it challenging to implement the many signed agreement on human rights for the women, such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW). The enforcement of discriminatory daily practices against women has thus continued with ardent support from social, religious, and legal systems. Therefore, international organizations such as the United Nations (UN) must follow up on agreements signed during a convention by offering help to ensure that the agreements become a reality.   
In conclusion, gender inequality should not be an issue in the twenty-first century; it should be an ancient topic that is only talked about in history books. It is astonishing that with all the developments in the world, women are still being oppressed, sidelined, and treated as aliens in the name of religion. The irony is very tragic in the sense that the Quran, which is particularly solicitous of the well-being and development of the women, has turned out to be their oppressor thanks to the interpretation of the Muslim scholars. The Quran advocates for no patriarchal customs and its description of marriage suggests equality, closeness, and mutuality. Many women are naïve about all these, and they should not be blamed for it since society has made sure that they stay that way by denying them education. The growing number of female Muslim scholars is a good thing, and through the many strategies that they are using to enlighten and empower other women, soon inequality against women in Islam will be a thing of the past.  The gender equality programs based on the Quranic approach and adoption of a holistic multi-dimensional approach that anchors all aspects of gender discrimination needs, among other strategies and approaches, will significantly help Muslim women.
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